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only heard officially of the offer on the evening of
the 26th through an "authoritative statement"
issued by the Foreign Office which declared "The
German claim to the transfer of the Sudeten areas
has already been conceded by the French, British
and Czecho-Slovakian Governments, but if in spite
of all efforts made by the British Prime Minister a
German attack is made upon Czecho-Slovakia the
immediate result must be that France will be bound
to come to her assistance and Great Britain and
Russia mil certainly stand by France." The political
background to his announcement is still wrapped in
mystery; for instance what degree of understanding,
if any, was reached between London and Moscow?
From the outset its credentials were questioned.
Daladier was reported as saying it had come from
"an official of no importance," and Bonnet as that
"it lacked confirmation." Only after Munich was
safely signed did the French Premier come out into
the open about the British pledge. The funda-
mental importance of the Anglo-French talks Sep-
tember 25th-26th, however, is that during them the
idea of a Peace Conference first began to take shape.
On the Sunday the Czech Minister was asked to find
out in Prague whether, if Hitler could be made to
agree, his Government would be willing to meet
the German and other interested Governments to
discuss a settlement on the basis of the Anglo-
French proposals. The Czech reply came through
on Monday accepting the invitation in principle.

Everything now seemed to turn on the tone and
temper of Hitler's speech at the Berlin Sports
Palace that evening. There was general anxiety
over this speech, and in the early hours of the morn-
ing President Roosevelt addressed direct personal
appeals to Hitler and President Benes to settle
their controversies by direct negotiation and so save